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The battle commenced; and in one part was so far
favourable to us that the attack of Prince Eugene was
repulsed by Marsin, who might have profited by this
circumstance but for the unfortunate position of our
right Two things contributed to place us at a disad-
vantage. The second line, separated by the quagmire
I have alluded to from the first line, could not sustain
it properly; and in consequence of the long bend it was
necessary to make round this quagmire, neither line,
after receiving or making a charge, could retire quickly
to rally and return again to the attack. As for the in-
fantry, the twenty-six battalions shut up in Blenheim
left a great gap in it that could not fail to be felt The
English, who soon perceived the advantage they mi^ht
obtain from this want of infantry, and from the diffi-
culty with which our cavalry of the right was rallied,
profited by these circumstances with the readiness of
people who have plenty of ground at their disposal
They redoubled their charges, and to say all in one
word, they defeated at their first attack all this army,
notwithstanding the efforts of our general officers and
of several regiments to repel them. The army of the
Elector, entirely unsupported, and taken in flank by
the English, wavered in its turn. All the valour of the
Bavarians, all the prodigies of the Elector, were un-
able to remedy the effects of this wavering", Thus was
seen, at one and the same time, the army of Tallard
beaten and thrown into the utmost disorder; that of
the Elector sustaining itself with great intrepidity, but
already in retreat; and that of Marsin charging and
gaming ground upon Prince Eugene, It was not un-
til Marsin learnt of the defeat of Tallard and of the